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P. O’Connell Pearson—Patty—is a former high school 
history teacher who writes historical nonfiction for ages 
ten and up.  
 
Her four (soon to be five) books from Simon and 
Schuster include Fly Girls: The Daring American 
Women Pilots Who Helped Win WWII; Fighting for the 
Forest: How FDR’s Civilian Conservation Corps Helped 
Save America; Conspiracy: Nixon, Watergate, and 
Democracy’s Defenders; and We Are Your Children 
Too: Black Students, White Supremacists, and the 
Battle for America’s Schools in Prince Edward County, 
Virginia. They have been honored on many “best of” 
lists including Bank Street, A Mighty Girl, and NCSS. 
Pearson is the recipient of a Grand Canyon Reader 
Award, a finalist for the NY-HS Children’s History Book 

Prize, and more. Patty lives in Fairfax City, Virginia, and can often be found talking 
about history as a volunteer with the National Park Service in Washington, D.C.  

 
 
 
 


